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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0506 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, IZ, SY 

SUBJECT: IRAQI-SYRIAN CONFLICT 

REF: DAMASCUS 1451; BAGHDAD 473 AND 477 

1. NUMEROUS ARAB EFFORTS TO MEDIATE IRAQI-SYRIAN CONFLICT 
OVER EUPHRATES WATERS HAVE APPARENTLY SUCCEEDED IN REDUCING 
PROPAGANDA, BUT NOT MUCH ELSE. IRAQ CONTINUES TO BE HIGHLY 
CRITICAL OF SYRIAN ACTION IN NON-POLEMIC WAY, MOST NOTABLY 
IN MINISTER OF IRRIGATION TALABANI'S PRESS CONFERENCE OF 
MAY 5 FOLLOWING FAILURE OF RIYAD MEETING. SAUDI EFFORT IS 
APPARENTLY CONTINUING AND PRESIDENT AL-BAKR RECEIVED 
YAMANI AGAIN ON MAY 6. EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR AL-NAGGAR 
TOLD ME MAY 9 THAT HE IS CONFIDENT DIFFERENCES WILL 
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(STILL EXPECTED MAY 14-15). 

2. POSSIBILITY THAT IRAQ IS SEEKING LOAN FROM SAUDI 
ARABIA (BAGHDAD 473) GIVEN SOME CREDENCE BY MAY 5-8 
VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA OF CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR FAWZI 
AL-QAISSI. OFFICIAL PURPOSE OF TRIP WAS "TO COORDINATE 
MONETARY AND FINANCIAL POLOCY". 

3. SOVEIT COUSENOR KNANOV TOLD ME MAY 9 THAT SOVIETS 
HAD ATTEMPTED A KIND OF MEDIATION AT THE TECHNICAL LEVEL 
ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO, BUT THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
DIVISIONS OF WATERS (ROUGHLY 60 PERCENT FOR IRAQ AND 

40 PERCENT FOR SYRIA) BASED ON POPULATION AND CULTIVABLE 
LAND HAD NOT BEEN ACCEPTED BY EITHER SIDE. HE CLAIMED 
SOVIETS HAD LITTLE OR NOT CAPABILITY TO INFLUENCE SYRIA 
IN THIS MATTER. 

4. BRITISH MILITARY ATTACHE HAS REPORT FROM IRANIANS 
THAT IRAQIS WERE PLANNING TWO DIVISION EXERCISE MAY 10 
NEAR SYRIAN BORDER IN SARSANG AREA. 

5. COMMENT: SO FAR IRAQI MILITARY MOVEMENTS APPEAR TO 
BE SABRE RATTLING. NO EFFORT BEING MADE IN MEDIA TO 
WHIP UP SENTIMENT FOR ATTACK AGAINST SYRIA AND ANTI- 
SYRIAN PROPAGANDA BAN STILL IN EFFECT. WHILE NOT 

EVEN ALL OF MY ARAB COLLEAGUES AGREE, I BELIEVE MILITARY 
ACTION AGAINST SYRIA AT THIS TIME IS MOST UNLIKELY, 

PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE THIS CIVILIAN REGIME WOULD FEAR 
REACTION WITHIN THE MILITARY IF THEY ORDERED ARMY TO 
ATTACK ANOTHER ARAB STATE, PARTICULARLY CONFRONTATION STATE. 
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